Notes on Chaucer
His Pilgrims – their chief characteristics and qualities

	Character
	Profession 
	Appearance
	Qualities
	Story theme
	Interactions

	Narrator
	
	
	He’s quite social (lines 30-41)
	
	

	The knight (43-78)
	Lower aristocrat; He’d spent his life fighting in Crusades
	Rough tunic stained with rust of his armor (75)
	Chivalrous – all the virtues of the courtly tradition (45).  Prudent, soft-spoken
	
	

	The squire (knight’s son)  (78 – 100)
	Knight’s apprentice
	20 years old; handsome (curled locks); Fashionable (93-94)
	He’s in love with love; “fresh” – he’s constantly singing and doesn’t sleep much; he’s a courteous and obedient son.
	
	

	The Yeoman

(101-118)
	Like a sergeant to the knight – a commoner who acts as a military servant.
	Close-cropped hair, dressed in green, carrying a fine bow and arrows.
	A good woodsman… (that’s all we really know).
	
	

	The Prioress
(119 – 164)
	Governs a priory (for nuns); she’s obviously well-bred (Think of the Ancrene Rewle)
	Expensively dressed; beautiful and elegant.  Perhaps takes good care to appear well (her wimple is pleated nicely (151)
	She doesn’t swear; speaks excellent French; a fine singer; good manners at dinner.  She loves animals – hates mouse traps.
	
	

	The Monk
(165 – 207)
	Prior of a monastery – a person of importance.
	His coat is lined with fine squirrel fur; bald, plump, ruddy skinned, in good shape, handsome.  Favorite food is roast Swan.
	A “Manly man,” he loves to hunt; doesn’t care much for the old monastic rules (174-176); he has no desire to read, or work hard as other abbots might – he just likes to hunt.
	
	

	The friar (Huberd)
(207-271)
	He belongs to an order of professional beggars.
	White-necked, a fine singer and lute-player, strong fighter.  He wears a cloak of expensive cloth.  Carries gifts around for the ladies…
	Seems pretty aid-back, especially when he hears penance (224) from folks who might give him money.  Very social – knows everybody, but he doesn’t much care to hang out with the sick and poor folk (245).
	
	

	The merchant
	A prosperous importer-exporter
	He has a forked beard, fancy and fashionable clothes.
	Cares only about politics where it impacts his trade; seems to take himself rather seriously.
	
	

	The Clerk
	A student at Oxford
	Skinny, with a threadbare coat (because he spends all his money on books).
	He doesn’t speak much, but what he does say is courteous and exceedingly learned – he likes to “teach” folks.
	
	

	The sergeant at law (attorney)
	Part of the urban bureaucracy. 
	Soberly dressed but with a fancy belt (the narrator doesn’t want to talk about it…)
	Dignified and wise, very reputable and makes a lot of money.
	
	

	The Franklin
	A successful and well-to-do countryman with an estate (though coming from humble beginnings).
	Red faced, with a prominent white purse…
	An epicurean who equates pleasure with happiness.  A great host who keeps a fine table (lines 333-356).
	
	

	A haberdasher, carpenter, weaver, dye-maker and tapestry-maker
	All prosperous members of guilds; each capable of being aldermen (local councilmen of their towns)
	
	
	
	

	The cook
	Hired by the pilgrims traveling together.
	The only description we get is the ulcer on his leg…
	He’s obviously skilled and knows his business, but there’s that open wound
	
	

	The Shipman
	Captain of a ship called the Magdalane.
	Suntanned, in a simple wool gown.
	Poor horseman, he’s pretty unscrupulous about drinking the wine he’s transporting and will take any advantage in a fight.
	
	

	The doctor of Medicine
	
	Dressed in red and blue, lined in fancy taffeta and silk
	Very knowledgeable, he’s fond of prescribing medications from pharmacists with whom he has a deal.  He seems to profit from the plague, and love gold because of its, um, medical properties.
	
	

	The Wife of Bath (Dame Alison)
	Professional and prosperous Wife…
	A little deaf; she’s well and richly dressed (red stockings…) and with bold features and a broad frame.
	Married five times, she’s made a pilgrimage three times to Jerusalem.  An experienced horsewoman and, we learn rather unorthodox in her views about women and marriage.
	
	

	The Parson
	In charge of the state of souls in a small country parsonage.
	Not much physical description.
	Kind of an ideal churchman, he’s turned down lucrative positions because of his commitment to the simple people in his country parsonage.  He take seriously his role as amoral leader – if “gold should rust, what must iron do?” he asks (501)
	
	

	The Plowman
	The parson’s brother
	Not much physical description.
	The one peasant in the group – an agricultural laborer.  Very pious and worthy, he’ll work for free if folks are poor and still pay a tithing…
	
	

	The Miller
	
	Huge and very strong and brawny.  Red bearded, with a wart at the end of his nose that has red hairs growing from it.
	A loudmouth, fond of relating tales of his deeds of sin and harlotry, kind of a violent streak…
	
	

	A Manciple
	The manciple is the business agent of a company of lawyers
	
	Though he’s not educated, he’s very thrifty and good with numbers – he seems to be skimming from the clueless lawyers who employ him.
	
	

	The Reeve
	Superintendent of an estate.
	Well-to-do, on a horse named Scot. From Norfolk.
	His lord is naïve and only 20, so he really needs the Reeve, who is incredibly savvy and on top of things in hiss running of the estate.  He’s rather unscrupulous, too, skimming from his lord and selling him things from his own estate.
	
	

	The Summoner
	Kind of a corrupt religious detective, working for the ecclesiastical court.
	Pretty hideous – a terrible case of acne (described at length) lots of oozing sores on his face; kids are scared of his face.  Terrible breath (he eats garlic and onions), he gets drunk and screams insanely.
	Quite scary.  Knows all the secrets of the young people in his parish; pretty happy to let people off the hook if can extort enough from them.  The narrator straight out says he’s a con.
	
	

	The Pardoner
	The summoner’s good buddy; he’ll absolve you of sins if you pay him.  He’s the reason the reformation happened.
	A rather ugly dandy, with a high voice – the narrator’s sure he’s a eunuch.
	He uses fake relics to con people of money.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


